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METRO D.C. SYNOD ASSEMBLY
MIDDAY PRAYERS: WORD MADE FLESH
JUNE 14, 2019

OPENING RESPONSE

Please rise.

Leader:  The world belongs to the Lord,
Congregation:  The earth and all its people.

L: How good and how lovely it is,
C: To live together in unity.
L: Love and faith come together,
C: Justice and peace join hands.
L: If the Lord’s disciples keep silent,
C: These stones would shout aloud.
L: Lord, open our lips,
C: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
GATHERING HYMN All Earth Is Hopetul ELW #266
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1 All earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun - tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.
God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.
2 Dice_el profeta al pueblo de_Israel: 3 Montes y valles habrd que preparar;
“De madre virgen ya viene_Emmanuel,” nuevos caminos tenemos que trazar.
serd “Dios con nosotros,” hermano serd, El estd ya muy cerca, venidlo_a_encontrar,
con él la_esperanza al mundo volverd. v todas las puertas abrid de par en par.

4 En una cueva Jestis aparecio,
pero_en el mundo estd presente hoy.
Vive_en nuestros hermanos, con ellos estd;
vy vuelve de nuevo a darnos libertad.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Holy God, Maker of all,

C: Have mercy on us.

L: Jesus Christ, Son of Mary,
C: Have mercy on us.

&

Holy Spirit, breath of life,
C: Have mercy on us.

L: Let us in silence remember our own faults and failings.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.



In the community of Christ’s Church

and in the presence of all God’s people,

I confess to God that I have sinned in thought, word and deed.
I have not loved God, cared for God’s world,

or respected God’s people as I should.

I own my responsibility and pray for God’s pardon.

May God forgive you,

Christ befriend you,

and the Spirit renew and change your life.

Amen.

In the community of Christ’s Church

and in the presence of all God’s people,

we confess to God that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved God, cared for God’s world,

or respected God’s people as we should.

We own our responsibility and pray for God’s pardon.
May God forgive you,

Christ befriend you,

and the Spirit renew and change your life.

Amen.

Turn again, O Lord, and give us life,

That your people may rejoice in you.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

And renew a right spirit within me.

Give us again the joy of your help,
With your Spirit of freedom sustain us.

And now, as Jesus taught us, we pray,
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

L: Let us listen for the Word of the Lord.

C: Our ears are open.

Please be seated.

READING  Acts 17:24-28

Reader: A reading from Acts.

%The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live
in shrines made by human hands, >nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 2From one ancestor he made all
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of
the places where they would live, ’so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and
find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2For ‘In him we live and move and have

our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’

R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise.

GOSPEL READING  John 1:1-15

Gospeler: The holy gospel according to John.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. ’He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.



The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. '°He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. '"He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. >But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God. “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks

ahead of me because he was before me.”)

G: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

BIBLICAL REFLECTION The Rev. Anne Dwiggins & Jackson Droney

Members of Synod Transition Team

Please rise.

PRAYERS

L:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, conceiver and shaper,
ruler and savior of the world,

we bless you that, awake and aware,
we are free to praise you.

Bound in the family of Christ

to worshippers in every land,

we worship you in our mother tongue
as others do in theirs,

glad to be part of your pattern and purpose.
Amen.

Liberate all who follow Christ

from narrowness of vision and limited discipleship.

Make your people keen to serve you

in the public worlds of business, politics, education, law, industry,

and wherever the welfare of humanity may be improved or threatened.
Thus may compassion and justice inform our national life and institutions
as keenly as they address our consciences.

Amen.



L: Throughout this day,
enliven our minds, inspire our conversation,
inform our decisions, and protect those we love.
And should today bring
what we neither anticipate nor desire,
increase our faith and decrease our pride
until we know that, when we face the unexpected,
we do not stand alone.

Hear these prayers

made in the presence

and in the name of

Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Silence.

SENDING

This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

We will not offer to God
Offerings that cost us nothing.

(O
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Go in peace and serve the Lord.

®

We will seek peace and pursue it.

L: Glory be to God who made us,

and to Christ who saved us,

and to the Holy Spirit who keeps us in faith,
C: As it was in the beginning,

is now, and shall be forever.

Amen.



HYMN Change My Heart, O God ELW #801
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Change my heart, O God; make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O God; may [ be like you
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Mold me and make me; this is what 1  pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Portions of liturgy come from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019763.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



