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In 1748 six Lutheran pastors and laity from ten congregations gathered in Philadel-
phia under German missionary pastor Henry Melchior Muhlenberg to form the
Ministerium of Pennsylvania — the first Lutheran church body in North America.
These early American Lutherans stood at the crossroads of Lutheran orthodoxy,
pietism, and rationalism as they faced the very new, very American challenge of
forging a missional, confessional identity within their increasingly pluralistic and

MUHLENBERG’S

Mt T E R LUM, multi-religious society.

BEN FRANKLIN’S ‘.

DEISM. AND THE | Now, more than 250 years later, this choice selection of essays, addresses, and other
CHURCI,-IES OF THE | pieces celebrates the ongoing legacy of the Ministerium and will allow churches in

the twenty-first century to glean new wisdom from a pioneering colonial church body.
21ST CENTURY

Reteticms o i wrestle with how heritage should and can be maintained and how new needs are to be met. That
the 250th Anniversary is common agenda for Christians generally. Exploration of the Muhlenberg Ministerium and East-
Rl Coast Lutheran heritage can have much to offer for tomorrow, and not just in Lutheran circles.”
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John Reumann (1927—2008) was Ministerium of Pennsylvania Professor Emeritus
of New Testament and Greek at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
He also authored the Anchor Yale Bible Commentary volume on Philippians.
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