
For those of you who 
were with us … we thank 
you for your feedback 
and we’re glad you en-
joyed yourselves! I hope 
many of you took the 
opportunity to meet  
Patti and talk with her. 
Being together in Peace 
Lutheran’s inspiring sanc-
tuary—worshipping, join-
ing our voices in the 
prayer service, singing 
the uplifting hymns, 
praying to our triune 
God—instilled a sense of 
peace and well-being 
that I hope brought a 
smile both to your face 
and in your soul. I hope 
your participation in the 
Plenary Session and the 
workshops motivated and 
stirred something within 
you in some way. I hope 
you enjoyed the fellow-
ship with your sisters and 
came away with hope in 
your heart—and I’m very 
glad you were there. 

For those of you who 
weren’t able to join us 
this year, we want to 
share with you some of 
the highlights of the day. 
And we hope you can 
join us next year! 

Blessings to you all!  

 

Cheryl Dwyer 
President, Metro DC SWO 

Dear Sisters-in-Christ, 

Surprise! You’re getting 
this special extra—and 
extra special—May-June 
edition of The Joyful 
News to report on our 
recent SWO annual con-
vention and to highlight 
the upcoming Triennial 
Gathering in Minneapolis 
this summer. 

First, however, some 
“thank you” notes … I 
would like to extend my 
thanks along with you all 
to the women of Peace 
for their generosity of 
sharing their time, their 
talents, their church, 
their pastor, and them-
selves to make our con-
vention a success. I would 
particularly thank the 
convention committee 
and our SWO officers and 
board members for their 
help and diligence in 
making it happen and for 
their support throughout 
the year in our endeav-
ors! A special word of 
thanks to the women on 
the board who contribut-
ed their talents into writ-
ing, compiling, and shar-
ing their thoughts with us 
in the articles on the SWO 
convention: Karen Ager, 
Wilma Dublin, Fran Eck, 
Karen Evans, Bonnie 
Priebe, and our TJN edi-
tors—Donna Nelson, Laura 
Hamke, and Sheena Fos-
ter. 

One more heartfelt note 
of thanks for a good 
friend—to Wilma Dublin 
for a very successful two 
years as our Vice Presi-
dent and chair of our 
very busy and resource-
ful Human Trafficking 
Awareness committee. 
Wilma took up this cause 
as a personal one and 
steered her committee 
and our SWO in two 
years of learning about 
and campaigning against 
this terrible practice of 
both labor and sexual 
exploitation. She be-
came an advocate for 
these exploited men and 
women and spoke on 
their behalf, teaching 
others how to help them 
without endangering 
themselves. Thank you, 
Wilma, for a job well 
done! 

Now back to the conven-
tion!  

Our Metropolitan Wash-
ington, DC Synodical 
Women’s Organization 
held its 31st annual con-
vention on Saturday, May 
6, 2017 at Peace Luther-
an Church in Alexandria. 
The 60 attendees en-
joyed a day of worship, 
fellowship, stewardship, 
and learning throughout 
the day. We were 
pleased to have Patti 
Austin as our special 
guest. 

Having met Patti in Chi-
cago at the SWO Presi-
dents conference, I was 
very pleased to be able 
to get to know her bet-
ter on a personal level. 
She has had a very full 
three-years of traveling, 
learning, and represent-
ing us as our churchwide 
Women of the ELCA 
president and she was 
happy to share her expe-
riences and insights with 
us.  

Metro DC Synodical Women’s Organization 
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Worship 

Our worship was a special adaptation of the Holden Evening Prayer 
Service and was led by the Reverend Sarah Scherschligt (Peace, 
Alexandria, Virginia). The Reverend Richard H. Graham, Bishop, 
Metropolitan Washington DC Synod, gave the stirring homily in 
which he highlighted important contributions of women. We appre-
ciate his support of the Synodical Women’s Organization in our en-
deavors. Thanks also to Peace’s Parish Administrator, Kris Rinnert, 
who created our worship bulletins and with Pastor Sarah helped 
lead our singing. It was a special joy to be able to take Holy Com-
munion with so many of our sisters-in-Christ. 
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Our In-Kind gifts for the day were Personal Care Kits for Luther-
an World Relief. We donated 348 kits! Our thanks to Denis and 
Cheryl Dwyer for delivering them to the LWR warehouse. The 
recipients will both appreciate and benefit from 
our generosity!  

In-Kind gifts: 

Business Meeting 

The voting members elected Paulette Sandene (Faith, Arlington, Virginia) 
as our new Vice President and re-elected Treasurer Karen Ager (Peace, Al-
exandria, Virginia) and Board Member Sheena Foster (Luther Place  
Memorial, Washington, DC). The new board was installed by our special 
guest and our representative from churchwide Women of the ELCA, Presi-
dent Patti Austin.  

Ann Nuss (Saint Luke, Silver Spring, Maryland) was elected to a one-year 
term as part of our Nominating Committee for officers and board members 
for the 2018 convention. We are seeking two additional committee mem-
bers to work with Ann throughout the year to fill our slate for 2018-2019. 
Contact Cheryl Dwyer at DwyerCL2@verizon.net or 703-690-4409 to volun-
teer or get more information. 
You will find the list of new officers and their contact information on the 
last page of this newsletter. Please tuck it away for future reference! 

Your convention offering was 
shared between Women of the 
ELCA and the Annandale Christian 
Community for Action (ACCA). AC-
CA provides early childhood care 
and education, food, rental assis-
tance, furniture, and other ser-
vices to low-income families in the 
Annandale/Bailey's Crossroads ar-
ea; what counts most to ACCA is 
serving those in need—more infor-
mation on ACCA can be found at  
http://accacares.org/. 

Offering 

2017 SPRING CONVENTION—All Anew  
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“Behold, I will 

do a new thing; 

now it shall 

spring forth; 

shall ye not know 

it? I will even 

make a way in the 

wilderness, and 

rivers in the 

desert.  

Isaiah 43:19 

 

Patti Austin, the churchwide Presi-
dent of the Women of the ELCA, an 
organization of over 250,000 wom-
en, spoke to us about the ability of 
women to make changes in the 
world. She traced for us the history 
of firsts accomplished by women in 
the ELCA—first woman ordained, 
first woman Bishop, and such. She 
encouraged us to lift up women 
through such means as celebrating 
Bold Women’s Day and telling our 
faith stories.  

Historically, women of the Luther-
an church focused their efforts on 
Bible study and mission work, but 
now WELCA has a broader mission. 
We are working to change human 
trafficking laws. We have conduct-
ed workshops on anti-racism. We 
have provided solar power to Phoe-
be Hospital. We have sewed over 
500,000 quilts for distribution by 
Lutheran World Relief. And we 
raised over $1 million for Katie’s 
Fund, an endowment to help edu-
cate women.  

In short, we have cracked the 
stained glass ceiling.  

Patti showed us slides of her visit 
to Tanzania where she helped de-
liver Lutheran World Relief quilts, 

backpacks, and health kits. And she 
told us about her recent participa-
tion in a Lutheran Immigration and 
Relief Services summit in Washing-
ton, DC where they talked to Con-
gressmen about instituting compas-
sionate policies for immigrants.  

Patti encouraged us to support 
each other and use the tools of-
fered by WELCA:  Gather Magazine, 
Café, Facebook, Daily Grace, and 
the “A Place for You” booklet. We 
are called not just for fellowship 
and worship but also for social ad-
vocacy. Patti concluded by speak-
ing to us about how our offerings 
are distributed and how important 
it is for each of us to give generous-
ly. If every woman would give just 
33 cents per day ($120 per year), 
WELCA would be able to meet its 
budget. Our offerings support the 
many WELCA publications, global 
education, advocacy, intergenera-
tional programming, and our Trien-
nial Conventions and Gatherings. 
Patti then graciously took the time 
to answer questions from the audi-
ence and we showed our apprecia-
tion by giving her a beautiful pray-
er shawl made by the women of 
Peace Lutheran, our host church. 

Plenary Session: “All Anew—The Women of the ELCA” 
—presented by Patti Austin, President, Women of the ELCA 
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Pastor Mike Gutzler’s 
presentation of Holy Trinity’s 
establishing a second worship 
site in the Mosaic District of 
Fairfax County was a call for 
area churches to “think outside 
the box.” He described the three 
“ages” of church community—
premodern up until 1500, 
modern 1500 until 1960, and 
postmodern 1960 to present—and 
how Sunday morning church 
services cut into the present 
weekends and do not fit the 
lifestyles of today’s young 
adults. By his calculations, 30 
years from now most 
churchgoers will be between 
the ages 17 and 71. 

The traditional, organized 
church is floundering. Its 
supporters are aging and the 
resources given by them are 
decreasing. If the church is to 
continue, ways must be found 
to attract the younger 
generation. Children of the post
-modern era question the need 
for church. Their generation is 
characterized by skepticism, 
deconstruction, personal 
validity and identity, anti-
institutionalism, and an interest 
in contributing to the 
community. They may want to 
explore religion and faith issues 

but not necessarily through the 
traditional church with its 
denominations, weekend 
services, and reliance on 
scripture. The future church 
needs to change in order to meet 
the needs of this younger 
generation. Pastor Mike is 
presently conducting a pilot 
project in the Mosaic District 
near the Dunn Loring Metro 
Station that attempts to do so. 
He holds “church services” in a 
variety of locations within the 
area on Wednesday evenings—a 
restaurant, a bar, a service area, 
and such.  

 

Residents are invited to attend 
through social media postings. 
Discussions revolve around topics 
of interest to young adults—life 
changes, connection, what topics 
interest you, and what resources 
you want and/or need. Once 
each month they dine together 
at a local restaurant and receive 
communion. Offerings are 
received online. And they 
volunteer periodically at local 
charitable organizations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

But the Women of the ELCA also 
have a model that meets the 
needs of this younger 
generation. WELCA thrives with 
minimal expense. It is education, 
faith sharing, discovery, and 
invitational focused. It builds 
relationships. Everyone is 
accepted for who they are and 
everyone’s contributions are 
valid. Offerings are given. And, 
lastly, it creates a network of 
support for its members. Efforts 
should be made to expand this 
model throughout the 
established church.  

Women’s circles provide many of 
the needs for today’s Christians—
minimal expense to belong, 
education, faith sharing, 
relationships, acceptance of 
everyone, support networks, and 
invitation to belong. By moving 
these values from the building 
into the community Holy Trinity 
has begun a mission in the 
Mosaic District of Fairfax County. 

The Mosaic District Church has 
been open since January and is 
still being evaluated. So far, the 
reaction from that community 
has been positive and the pilot is 
flourishing with 30-40 attendees 
each week. And Pastor Mike is 
encouraged to continue the 
outreach! 

 

A Vision of the Future Church 
—presented by The Rev. Michael Gutzler, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and  

the Mosaic District Church, Falls Church, Virginia 

Everyone is 
accepted for who 

they are and 
everyone’s 

contributions 
are valid.  

The Mosaic District 
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An hour just isn't enough time for a real 
introduction to Tai Chi. That being said, I enjoyed 
the time we did have with Rob Robertson. He 
started by demonstrating the whole Tai Chi form, 
which he said takes years to fully learn. We 
learned about five moves from the beginning of 
the form, with Rob stopping to explain the 
physiology of the movement or the martial arts 
aspect of it. At the end of the session, he gave us 
one move that we could practice at home. This 
was an ever-so-small taste of Tai Chi, but it was an 
invitation to learn to do more and one way to help 
take care of ourselves. And it felt good to be able 
to stretch and move around a bit! 

                              

An Introduction to Tai Chi 
—presented by Alan “Rob” Robertson, Catalyst Personal Fitness  

“Each person has individual movement and postural patterns. Muscles move 
the joints and support the bones to create posture. Many of us have altered 

movement and postural patterns. This is caused by imbalances of the muscles 
around the joints—too much tension in one muscle and too little strength in 
the muscle that normally balances this overactive muscle. Feet, knees, hips, 

back, and shoulders are typical areas where clients have issues. Clients often 
experience pain in joints with muscle imbalances. My first goal is to get my 
client’s movement and posture in balance. This gives us a strong support 

structure we can use to create overall fitness.” 

—From the Catalyst Person Fitness website  

all the volunteers! 
Food and Fellowship 

Thank you Peace Lutheran and 
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Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is working with the rural poor around the world to eliminate hunger and 
break their cycle of poverty. A big part of their work involves emergency operations associated with 
disaster relief. For example, following Hurricane Matthew in Haiti, they hired local residents to clean 
up the debris and rebuild the infrastructure. They have joined forces with other relief and charitable 
organizations such as the Gates Foundation in Peru and the Lutheran World Federation in South Sudan 
to give assistance to those affected by natural disasters and warfare. They have provided assistance 
for both basic needs such as food and water as well as emotional support through workshops and 
training.  

 

Another part of their work involves improving the lives of the poor. With so many communities in 
need, the first step in this effort is deciding where to devote their resources. They want to ensure 
that there is buy-in from the community and the government. And rather than duplicate efforts, 
Lutheran World Relief determines if partners such as Habitat for Humanity International are already 
established in the community. If so, they work on sharing resources.  

For these projects LWR hires in-country staff. 
They do not want to just give money but 
instead try to get the locals to be self-
sufficient. For example, in the Philippines, 
they taught women to grow vegetables so the 
families can have balanced meals. And they 
encouraged them to sell the surplus to earn 
extra money. In Kenya, they have offered 
financial management training to those 
involved in a coffee project. As a result, the 
community income increased dramatically. In 
2016 Lutheran World Relief funded 118 
projects in 32 countries. How can we help? 

The first thing that we can do is contribute money. But we can also 
continue to make quilts and kits, give gifts of animals, and purchase fair trade items. For additional 
information, we were encouraged to visit the organization’s website at  www.lwr.org  

Women in Agriculture around the World 
—presented by Kristin Vought, Philanthropic Associate, Lutheran World Relief  

The Joyful News 

Special 2017 Post Convention Issue 

http://www.lwr.org/


Page 7 

Attendees were asked to complete a spiritual gift as-
sessment of sixty questions which will help identify 
which gifts we have received from the Holy Spirit and 
where they are strongest.  

These gifts include Administration, Artistry, Discern-
ment, Evangelism, Exhortation, Faith, Giving, Hospi-
tality, Intersession, Knowledge, Leadership, Mercy, 
Music (vocal), Music (instrumental), Pastoring, Ser-
vice, Skilled Craft, Teaching, Wisdom, and Writing. 
By doing the assessment, one was able to get defini-
tions and the strength of one’s specific gifts. There 
were three statements for each gift. For example: 

- If, “I like working behind the scenes to ensure that 
projects are successful …”  

- If, “People tell me that without my willingness to do 
the unnoticed jobs, their work will be more difficult 
…”  

- If, “When I turn off the lights, take tables down, 
work in the kitchen, or put chairs away, I feel I have 
served the Lord …”  

… then my spiritual gift is ‘Service’ gladly and willing-
ly helping behind the scenes to ensure God’s work is 
done. 

After completing our gift assessment, we identified 
the strongest rated gifts that we have been blessed 
with. We shared this information with the group and 
also identified what might be cautions for people 
with each gift. For example, a caution for people 
with the gift of ‘Service’ is remembering that it is a 
spiritual contribution to the body of Christ and may 
be difficult to say “no” because of the desire to sup-
port others. 

As we use our spiritual gifts we must pray for guid-
ance, and our gifts will be confirmed and validated. 
All gifts are needed to unify and ensure God’s work is 
done. This resource ‘Gifts for You’ is available on the  
www.WELCA.org website. 

Gifts for You 
—presented by Patti Austin, President, Women of the ELCA 

“11So Christ himself gave 
the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, 
the pastors and teachers, 
12to equip his people for 
works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be 
built up 13until we all 
reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and 
become mature, 
attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness 
of Christ.”  

Ephesians 4:11-13 

GIFTS 

Would you like to share your gifts by hosting the SWO Convention in 2018? Please contact Cheryl Dwyer at (703) 690-4409 or DWYERCL2@VERIZON.NET . 
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Beading for Haiti 

 

Exhibits and Fellowship 
 

La Sagrada Familia 

Living Water 

The Convention 

is filled with 

learning 

opportunities 

and time to  

re-connect with 

old friends and 

make new 

friends. 

Human Trafficking 

 

Thrivent Financial 
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Getting the Point — Living as God’s People 

Retreat Leader: Pastor Brett Davis 

Friday - Sunday, Oct 13-15, 2017 

Fredericksburg Hospitality House &  

  Conference Center  

2801 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, VA 

Contact: JoAnn Fawley 

alwretreat2015@gmail.com 

540-967-1702 

One outstanding option of great importance is our commitment to the stewardship program for our 
organization…  

~ Commercial Break: Faithful Friends ~ 

This program was created to increase growth, financial support and participation where a committed 
giving of 33 cents a day or $10 monthly to the general fund will meet the needs of the Women of 
the ELCA. An issue/question that was raised and is of great concern was how to involve/attract 
young people to Women of the ELCA units that have seen a decrease in membership as many wom-
en are now seniors facing health challenges. The answer is not simple but we are committed to con-
tinue to grow and will ‘meet these young people where they are’, and discern different ways to hear 
God’s call to action. 
 

Announcements 
 

Important Stories and Pointless People 

This is a two-night Lutheran women’s retreat open to ALL women, at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House in 

Fredericksburg, VA, October 13 – 15, 2017. (Breakfasts are included as part of the room registration) 

The theme will revolve around important Biblical stories as told by Biblical Storytellers throughout the event and 

retreat sessions led by Pastor Brett Davis from Muhlenberg Lutheran Church in Harrisonburg, VA. Pastor Brett’s 

sessions will draw from Dan Erlander’s book “Tales of the Pointless People.” 

There will be opportunities for fellowship, prayer, worship, and music. 

Registration deadline: September 8, 2017    www.facebook.com/AllLutheranWomensRetreat 
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Hotel Update 

We are real women talking about our faith. About our doubts and  
challenges. About joy and what inspires us. We’ll experience simple  
conversations between friends—old and new—that will develop into a 

movement sweeping the church, inspired and infused with the Holy Spirit. 

Tenth Triennial Gathering Update 
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Registration Information-It’s Not Too Late! 

Please note important deadlines: 
Deadline to submit registra-
tions via mail or fax: June 
15, 2017. 

Deadline to submit online 
registrations (including day 
registrations) July 12, 
2017. After this date, day 
registrations will only be 
accepted at the registration 
desk. 

Check prices here. Download a registration book here. If 
you would like to receive a copy of the registration book 
in the mail, click here to contact the TG committee. 
Please include your address. To give a gift registration, 
download and print the registration book and provide the 
recipient with a check. To transfer a registration you 
bought in 2014, fill out this form and email it to Gabriela 
Contreras or mail it to her at 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chi-
cago, IL 60631-4101. 

We are excited to 
gather in Minneapolis 
July 13-16, 2017, for 
our Tenth Triennial 
Gathering. 

We are happy to re-
port that all our con-
tracted room blocks 
have been sold out. 
This is amazing news, 
because it demon-
strates the dedication that our participants have to 
this event. However, we are aware that some have 
not made their reservations. 

If you need to make hotel reservations for the 
event and there is no availability within the event 
block, please contact the hotels directly. Infor-
mation on various hotel options in the Downtown 
Minneapolis area can be found by clicking HOTEL 
RESERVATION here.  

Please note, the hotels listed are not contracted 
hotels and the rates for each hotel vary. 

Our planners and housing office have made every 
effort to help accommodate your needs, and we 
are always available to answer any questions.  

5K Run, Walk and Roll! 

When we commit to caring for ourselves, we 
can then fully commit to our purpose and 
mission. We can commit to God’s com-
mand to make disciples in the world and 
stand ready to serve others. Healthy 
women can produce healthy families, 
churches, and communities, and can de-
velop healthy, more just, and more holis-
tic societies. 

We are committed by our purpose state-
ment to promoting healing and wholeness 
in our church, society, and world. Making 
a real difference in the total health of 
women begins at the “heart” of the mat-
ter: being physically, emotionally, men-
tally, and spiritually healthy and balanced 
women. 

Join our Metro DC SWO  
“Cheryl’s Cherubs” team for the  

5K Run, Rock & Roll 

Don’t feel like entering the race? You can 
still support our Metro DC SWO team by 

pledging a donation. 
 

Make a donation and see who is on our 
team at https://www.firstgiving.com/

team/351951  

http://www.welcatg.org/news/registration-opens-sept-6-prices-set/
http://www.welcatg.org/filebin/PDF/TG17_RegistrationCC.pdf
http://www.welcatg.org/contact-us
http://www.welcatg.org/filebin/PDF/2017_Pre-Registration_Transfer_Form.pdf
mailto:gabriela.contreras@elca.org
mailto:gabriela.contreras@elca.org
https://aws.passkey.com/event/15632296/owner/761/home
https://aws.passkey.com/event/15632296/owner/761/home
https://www.firstgiving.com/WomenoftheELCA/welcatg-5k-run-walk-and-roll
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/351951
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/351951


Event information about the triennial gathering is available at www.welcatg.org. 
Check out these events and happenings by exploring the links provided: 

Speakers   *   Servant Events   *   Workshops   *   Films   *   Special Events   *   Tours 

Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter of Women of the 
ELCA, Copyright © 2017 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Tenth Triennial Gathering Update 

(Cont.) 
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Beauty of Their Dreams, a film scheduled for viewing at Women of the ELCA’s Tenth Triennial 
Gathering, took an Emmy Award May 8 at the 60th Annual National Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences Awards in New York City. 

The triennial gathering is July 13-16 in Minneapolis, 
Minn., at the Minneapolis Convention Center. Gathering 
registrants can view the film Friday, July 14, at 7:30 
p.m. in the main auditorium. 

The film’s message is that girls plus education equals 
increased economic growth, improved well-being of 
women and extended life span, according to a Diva 
Communications news release. 

“This was a very important story for me to tell since 
education has been a transformative aspect in my life. And now that the U.S. government has 
ceased operations of key girls’ education initiatives, we need all faiths–all hands on deck–so we 
don’t trample on the future of girls worldwide,” said Debra Gonsher Vinik, Diva’s founder and 
the film’s writer-producer, after accepting the honor. 

Following the film at the triennial gathering, Gonsher Vinik will lead a discussion about the im-
portance of education for girls. 

This is the fifth Emmy for Diva Communications, a New York-based programming and production 
company specializing in social justice documentaries and new media projects from a faith-based 
perspective. 

Major funding for Beauty of Their Dreams was provided by Women of the ELCA, Odyssey Net-
works and Knights of Columbus. 

Triennial Gathering Film Wins Emmy Award 
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PRESIDENT Cheryl Dwyer (703) 690-4409 (H) 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 8500 Oak Chase Circle, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 (571) 606-1572 (C) 

 DWYERCL2@VERIZON.NET   
 St. Mark’s – Springfield, VA  
   

VICE-PRESIDENT Paulette Sandene (703) 273-8380 
Term of Office  

2017-2019 9467 Fairfax Blvd, #303, Fairfax, VA  22031  

 SANDENEPC@AOL.COM   
 Faith – Arlington, VA  
   

SECRETARY Fran Eck (703) 569-0814 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 6215 Hibbling, Springfield, VA  22150  

 FRANALANECK@MSN.COM   
 St. Mark's – Springfield, VA  
   

TREASURER Karen Ager (301) 203-0600 (H) 
Term of Office  

Feb 2016-Jan 2018 PO Box 44735, Fort Washington, MD  20749 (703) 343-0311 (C) 

 KARENANDGUS@JUNO.COM   
   Peace – Alexandria, VA  
   

BOARD Sue Cottrol (703) 329-2973 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 3424 Sharon Chapel Road, Alexandria, VA  22310  

 BGITE@AOL.COM   
 Good Shepherd – Alexandria, VA  
   

BOARD Karen Evans (301) 593-4946 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 725 Sonata Way, Silver Spring, MD  20901  

 AKJ3@COMCAST.NET   
 Saint Luke – Silver Spring, MD  
   

BOARD Sheena Foster (646) 717-1945 
Term of Office  

2017-2019 6100 14th St NW, Apt 302, Washington DC  20011  

 FOSTERSHEENA@GMAIL.COM   
 Luther Place Memorial – Washington, DC  
   

BOARD Marcia Ihnen (703) 979-5570 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 2705 South 13th Street, Arlington, VA  22204-4803  

 MCIHNEN@AOL.COM    
 Holy Trinity – Falls Church, VA  
   

BOARD Bonnie Priebe (301) 583-7695 
Term of Office  

2016-2018 5601 Inwood Street, Cheverly, MD  20785  

 BONNIELASS_US@YAHOO.COM   
 First Trinity – Washington, DC  
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Metro DC Synodical Women’s Organization 

 Women of the ELCA   
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/ 

 SWO Website 

http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod 

N H T R C National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
http://polarisproject.org/national-human-trafficking-resource-center 

Events
 

Metro DC SWO Convention 

http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod/events  

 Triennial Gathering and related churchwide resources 

welcatg.org 

 Like us on Facebook 

facebook.com/MetroDCSWO 

 Cheryl’s Cherubs 
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/351951 

 Lutheran World Relief 
https://lwr.org/ 
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Please submit articles for the August issue of The Joyful News by July 1, 2017 to 

metrodcswo@gmail.com.  

What is WELCA? It’s an easy way to say Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Quite a mouthful, we know. Our organization includes Lutheran women who gather 
in over 7,000 locations in the U.S. and the Caribbean, 
for service, study, advocacy, fellowship, and more! WELCA embraces all kinds of 
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA. 

We are WELCA 

Connections 

Contact the editors any time at metrodcswo@gmail.com.  

The Joyful News 

Special 2017 Post Convention Issue 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod
http://polarisproject.org/national-human-trafficking-resource-center
http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod/events
http://www.welcatg.org
http://www.facebook.com/MetroDCSWO
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/351951
https://lwr.org/
mailto:metrodcswo@gmail.com
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