
worthy.  

Please see the feature 
articles on pages 2-4 on 
the Tenth Triennial 
Convention—especially 
the memorials we con-
sidered—and beginning 
on page 5 on the Tenth 
Triennial Gathering 
interspersed with many 
observations shared by 
your synod sisters. We 
will be sharing MORE on 
the gathering work-
shops, Quilt Challenge, 
and servant events in 
the December issue of 
TJN.  

Another article helps us 
see a way to make 
things new by exercising 
our voting rights; it is 
found on page14. 

The Eleventh Triennial 
Convention and Gather-
ing is in 2020 in Phoe-
nix, Arizona—I’m al-
ready registered! Please 
prayerfully consider at-
tending—and start sav-
ing now! SWO Scholar-
ships will be offered.  

Closer to home, I hope 
to see you all at the 
Fredericksburg Hospital-
ity House & Conference 
Center for the All Lu-
theran Women’s Re-
treat, October 13-15, 
2017—please note the 
registration deadline is 
September 8, 2017! 
Look for more infor-
mation on page13. 

Blessings to you all!  

Cheryl Dwyer, President 
Metro DC SWO 

Dear Sisters-in-Christ, 

What a wonderful ex-
perience to represent 
our Metro DC SWO at 
the “All Anew” Tenth 
Triennial Convention 
and Tenth Triennial 
Gathering—and espe-
cially to have shared 
that time with many of 
you! It was also lovely 
to meet up with Patti 
Austin there so soon 
after our SWO Conven-
tion last May. She 
sends her heartfelt 
greetings to you all.  

Laura Hamke, Marcia 
Ihnen, and I represent-
ed our Metro DC SWO 
as voting members at 
the Convention. It was 
truly interesting to see 
how the Women of the 
ELCA functions at the 
churchwide level. We 
discussed and voted on 
many business items 
and memorials, and we 
elected a slate of offic-
ers for the triennium 
2017-2020. Marcia 
served on the Minutes 
Committee. They met 
daily to review the 
minutes of the previous 
day’s proceedings for 
accuracy and com-
pleteness. Even though 
Laura and I weren’t on 
any committees, we 
both learned more 
about parliamentary 
procedure than we im-
agined we’d ever need 
to know… 

The “All Anew” Gath-
ering was a celebration 
of the Women of the 
ELCA and our willing-
ness and commitment 
to join together to help 
others. As Nobel Peace  

Prize winner and ELCA 
International Leaders 
scholarship recipient 
Leymah Gbowee told 
us, “Anew is not an 
event. It’s a process.” 
She reminded us that 
Jesus renews us daily 
and that “We have to 
understand that every 
day we are made 
anew.” What a won-
derful message to 
take back with us! 

The Gathering encom-
passed three full 
days—and the 22 of us 
from our Metro DC 
SWO will attest that 
they really were FULL 
days!—of listening, 
learning, sharing, 
serving, worshiping, 
searching, and greet-
ing old friends and 
meeting new ones. We 
got to know each oth-
er better and we are 
becoming ‘anew’ be-
cause of our experi-
ences at the Gather-
ing. 

We were addressed by 
many eloquent wom-
en—read all about 
them in this issue—
including The Rev. 
Elizabeth Eaton, Pre-
siding Bishop of the 
ELCA, who spoke to 
both the Convention 
and the Gathering. As 
always, Bishop Eaton’s 
messages were timely, 
inspiring, and note-
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Marcia and Cheryl 



Bishop Eaton 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, had a global message for us. Although her 
message contained many sad realities, her outlook is upbeat and hopeful, and she reassured us that 
the work we are doing is helping throughout our country and our world. Among other items, she 
spoke about:  

 the problems in the world’s newest country, South Sudan, where a 
modern-day miracle seems to have occurred in that one church 
was established with two presiding pastors from two different war-
ring factions even though the war rages on 

 SOAP (Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution—see  
https://www.soapproject.org/) 

 evangelism (“Come join us.” not “Don’t sit in my pew.”) 

 the ELCA’s donations to help world hunger 

 scholarships for women internationally with the [paraphrased] 
message that “If you educate a man, you educate a man, but if 
educate a women, you educate a family and an entire village.” 

 a shortage of pastors by 2020 
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Greetings to You 

The Convention was two-and-a-

half jam-packed days of taking 
care of the business of the 
Women of the ELCA. Laura 
Hamke, Marcia Ihnen, and I 
were fortunate to have been 
assigned second-row seating—
with our seats and the two big-

screens on either side of the 
podium, we had up-close-and-

personal views of all the speak-
ers. There were a total of 303 
voting members in attendance 
along with a good number of 
interested attendees, filling 
the conference center’s Exhibi-
tion Hall A.  

 We had greetings from the Minne-
apolis Area Synod from The Rev. 
Ann Svennungsen, Bishop, and Ms. 
Janice Schmidt, SWO President. 
Speakers on immigration included 
Linda Hartke (CEO, LIRS—via pre-

recorded video) and Chris Grumm 
(Chris Grumm Consulting Group, 
Portland, OR).  

 There were 303 voting members 
in attendance who debated and 
voted the business of the Women 
of the ELCA for the upcoming tri-
ennium.  

TENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—All Anew  

The Joyful News 

Of the $48,092.47 collected for the Tenth Triennial Convention 
offering, half will support the “PV for Phebe” project providing 
solar energy to Phebe Hospital in rural Liberia, and half will be 
used for Women of the ELCA ongoing ministries. Of the total, 
$10,539.47 was collected at opening worship and congregational 
units and individuals sent an additional $37,553. 

Offering 

https://www.soapproject.org/
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Officers and  Executive Board Members represent the nine ELCA regions.  

 

 President:  Lisa Plorin (Upham, ND)  
 Vice President:  Becky Shurson (Eugene, 

OR) 
 Secretary:  Freddie Jordan (Columbus, 

OH) 
 Treasurer:  Anna Sarver (Greensburg, PA) 
 Angela Bell (Bellville, TX) 
 Tina Bigelow (Poulsbo, WA) 
 Elizabeth Burgess (Augusta, ME) 
 Lois Bylund (Moorhead, MN) 
 Anissa Canova (Gouldsboro, PA) 
 Lydia Davila (Bayamon, Puerto Rico) 

 Rev. Dina Dutta (Lawrence, KS) 
 Sandra Grier (Williamsport, PA) 
 Sara Larson (Balaton, MN) 
 Laura Krueger (Avondale, AZ) 
 Joy Michalicek (Duluth, MN) 
 Kandy Pflaster (Cozad, NE) 
 Keala Simoes (Honolulu, HI) 
 Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld (Brookfield, WI) 
 Lynette Todd (Baltimore, MD) 
 Barbara Tormondsen (Greenwich, CT) 
 Karen Voris (Eagle River, AK) 

TENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—All Anew (Continued)  

There were 303 voting members in attendance who debated and 
voted business of the Women of the ELCA for the upcoming trien-
nium 2017 to 2020. In addition to electing the Board members 
and voting on the Memorial Resolutions, the voting members 
unanimously approved the 2018 budget of $3,123,231. 



 Acted to affirm the 
ELCA’s repudiation of 
the Doctrine of Discov-
ery (http://
download.elca.org/
ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/
RepudiationDoc-
trineOfDiscoverySPR201
6.pdf) and encourage 
education and relation-
ship building. 

 Referred to the 2017–
2020 Executive Board 
consideration of budg-
etary support for To-
day’s Dream: Tomor-
row’s Reality (TDTR) 
anti-racism program-
ming. 

 Resolved to raise 
awareness of the taint-
ed water in Flint, Mich-
igan, and/or offer tan-
gible support to the 
people in Flint. 

 Rejected the memorial 
to lower the number of 
Synodical Women’s Or-
ganization (SWO) elect-
ed board members to 
three. 

 Resolved to support 
the United Nations 
Convention on the 
Rights of a Child and 
clearly condemn all 
forms of corporal pun-
ishment of children. 

 Resolved to educate 
and act to reduce do-
mestic abuse and vio-

lence and help survi-
vors recover. 

 Resolved to encourage 
all participants to hold 
in prayer the Bible 
Women of India. 

 Resolved to establish 
July 11, 2017–
February 4, 2018, as a 
time of prayer in ELCA 
congregations to end 
human trafficking, and 
to work in cooperation 
with other agencies, 
task forces, and groups 
to end human traffick-
ing and support its vic-
tims. 

 Resolved to “go green” 
at the Eleventh Trien-
nial Convention and 
Gathering in 2020, en-
couraging voting mem-
bers and participants 
to reduce waste by us-

ing their personal elec-
tronic devices instead 
of paper and by bring-
ing reusable cups and 
refillable water bot-
tles. 

 Resolved to support 
the leadership needs in 
the ELCA by encourag-
ing women to seek or-
dination as “ministers 
of word and sacra-
ment” and “ministers 
of word and service” as 
well as to promote sup-
port for the ELCA Fund 
for Leaders. 

 Requested the execu-
tive board constitution-
al committee consider 
a constitutional change 
to allow up to two SWO 
board members to be 
from the same congre-
gation. 
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TENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION—All Anew (Continued) 

The voting members approved seven of the pro-
posed Memorial Resolutions for our members to 
act on during the next three years, plus a final 
one from the floor recommending “thanks and 
appreciation” for all those who worked on the 
Triennial Convention: 

Convention Resolutions  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RepudiationDoctrineOfDiscoverySPR2016.pdf


Especially important to me was 
the chance to be off the Char-
lotte sideline and into the group 
of Minneapolis walkers for the 
“Raising Up Healthy Women and 
Girls” fundraiser. It was a per-
sonal thanksgiving for me to 
participate this year, after using 
our congregation's healthy pro-
gramming after the Charlotte 
Gathering, to ready myself for 
two joint replacements the last 
two years, which now allows me 
to be an enthusiastic walker 
once again. It was also hearten-
ing that the six-member Metro-
politan DC team raised almost 
10% of the announced amount 
raised by over 400 participants!   
~ Barbara Sanders (Saint Luke, 
Silver Spring) 

 

                                                                                                               
 

                                                                       
Our team raised $1,880 in dona-
tions—highest team total, with 
three of us as the top individual 
fundraisers—and the event 
raised a total of $19,116! We’re 
very proud and so glad that we 
could contribute to WELCA’s 
important health initiative for 
women and girls!   

~ Cheryl Dwyer (St. Mark’s, 
Springfield) 

 

Yea! I did the 5K in just under 
an hour. Happy I was blessed 
with the strength and support of 
our team and the energy for an 
early morning event.  All Anew! 

  Walk on, walk on with hope 
in your heart and you’ll never 
walk alone... 
~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trini-

ty, Arlington) 

Our Metro DC SWO was 
represented by 22 wom-
en from 10 churches in 
our synod. The gathering 
also welcomed 14 inter-
national women as our 
guests—four of whom are 
pastors—from El Salva-
dor, Honduras, India, Li-
beria, Nigeria, and South 
Sudan. 

The official gathering 
attendance figure was 
3,322, with over 1,100 
first-time attendees. The 
gathering used two of the 

Exhibit Halls in the Minneap-
olis Convention Center, one 
for our worship services and 
plenary sessions and the other 
for exhibits, vendors, and ser-
vice projects. 

We all wore red-and-white 
striped with white stars on 
blue scarves to identify us as 
a group. 

                                                     
I loved  that we all had the same 
scarves—the red, white, and blue 
theme even had several people admir-
ing them and asking us if we were 
from Washington, DC!  ~ Cheryl Dwyer 
(St. Mark’s, Springfield) 

 … we had a group dinner, which was 
fantastic. The food was good, too. I 
hope we can have dinner together in 
Phoenix ...  ~ Karen Ager (Peace, Alex-
andria) 

TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING—All Anew  
Twenty-Two from Metro DC SWO Attended Gathering 
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 Women from 10 Metro DC Synod churches 

Saturday morning at 6:15 AM:  Six 
of our Metro DC SWO women were 
among the 404 participants in the 
5K Run, Walk, and Roll special 
event on to raise funds for the 
Women of the ELCA “Raising Up 
Healthy Women and Girls” initia-
tive. Four ‘officially’ joined our 
SWO team “Cheryl’s Cherubs”—
Barbara Sanders (Saint Luke), Don-
na Nelson (Saint Luke), Wilma Dub-
lin (Holy Trinity), and Cheryl Dwyer 
(St. Mark’s)—with Lynne Wathen 
(Good Shepherd) and Rachel Wolf, 
a friend of Vicki Haugen from St. 
Louis, also joining in the event.  

Cheryl’s Cherubs 

5K Run, Walk, & Roll 
Over $1,800 Raised by Cheryl’s Cherubs 

The Joyful News 



Page 6 
The Joyful News 

Opening Worship Service Sets Tone 

 

Having made the first plenary 
session on Thursday by the skin 
of my teeth, and after listening to 
the inspiring message from 
Bishop Eaton, I couldn’t help but 
shed some tears as the 
processional moved down the 
aisle. That absolutely put a 
crown on the evening for me. The 
butterflies bobbing around on 
high stems, the streamers, also 
on high stems, floating in the air, 
but, most of all, the lighted 
candles, cross, Bible and clergy 
in all of their robed splendor, 
had tears choking me with their 
majesty. It was a wonderful way 
to begin our fabulous—in every 
way—Triennial. I’m so glad I 
was there with all of my D.C. 
friends.  ~ Pat Nau (Christ, 
Fairfax) 

As we gathered for opening worship, I could 
feel the excitement that had been building 
since the last TG in Charlotte. Bishop Eaton 
gave a wonderful message, which set the 
tone for the weekend. ~ Karen Ager (Peace, 
Alexandria)  

[The worship services made] my heart 
sing and singing with over 3000 people 
was a moving, inspiring, and exciting 
experience. ~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, 
Arlington) 
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Everyone who attended the 
gathering was given their own 
finger labyrinth, all of which were 
made by Women of the ELCA. We 
thank the many of you in our 
synod who contributed their 
talents to this endeavor! 

LABYRINTHS 

One ‘unofficial’ activity was the giving and/or ex-
change of Tchotchkes, which is defined as “a 
small object that is decorative rather than strictly 
functional; a trinket.” Many of the synods gave 
out hand-made or professionally created items 
such as recipes, pins, prayer lab-
yrinths (both large and pocket-
sized), pocket prayer quilts, 
bookmarks, bracelets, scrubbies, 
luggage tags, coasters, post-it 
holders, business cards, and 
pencils. Many had Bible verses 
on the back or attached; one 
very unusual bracelet was the 
rubber yellow DREAMCATCHER bracelet, which 
looks fairly ‘benign’ to the casual looker, but in-
side was stealthily engraved with the 1-844-

WEDREAM phone number that is almost invisible 
unless you feel and look for it—this is the phone 
number for The Dreamcatcher Foundation, and 
they can give immediate help to someone in need.  

It was very moving to attend the National Lutheran Choir 
Concert at Central Lutheran Church on Saturday night, as 
well as to be part of such a large assembly of Women of 
the ELCA (over 3,000 women). I thoroughly enjoyed the 
Tenth Triennial Gathering in Minneapolis!  ~ Chris Jensen 
(Peace, Alexandria) 

It was great being back in Minneapolis and worshiping at 
the church I used to worship in. The organ concert was 
wonderful, and I “met” a new French composer, as I love 
early 20th century French organ music.  ~ Ruth Manchester 
(Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 

I was so inspired by the National Lutheran Choir—listening 
to them was the highlight of my spiritual experience. I 
have always had a musical connection and listening to the 
Choir sealed the whole event for me. Some of the music 
was a capella and some was accompanied by the full pipe 
organ. The musical interpretations of the message deliv-
ered by the Pastor added more to the ultimate spiritual 
connection for me. Music has always reached my inner soul 
and stimulated a deeper emotion. When the concert was 
over we were graced with tolling from the carillon of Cen-
tral Lutheran Church. The National Lutheran Choir is per-
forming this fall on October 22, 2017 in Washington, DC. I 
highly recommend attending the concert as you will truly 
enjoy the performance.  ~ Laura Hamke (New Jerusalem, 
(Lovettsville) 

Many Ways to Experience Renewal 
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Emmy Award winning “Beauty of Their Dreams” 
documents what faith groups are doing to support 
girls’ education globally, focusing on spiritual 
communities and individuals motivated by faith to 
help all girls have the chance to learn. It also 
explores why religious 
institutions so often neglect 
the need to educate girls. 
The film’s producer, director, 
and writer, Dr. Debra 
Gonsher Vinik, spoke after 
the film. 

 

“Dreamcatcher” is a documentary about a former 
Chicago prostitute, Brenda Myers-Powell, who is 
co-founder and executive director of a charitable 
organization that helps women and teenage girls 
leave the sex industry and breaks the cycle of 

abuse and exploitation. Winner 
of a 2015 Sundance Film 
Festival award, the film offers a 
view of the devastation the sex 
trade industry can reek on 
young women, their families, 
and the communities in which 
they live. Ms. Myers-Powell 
spoke after the film. 

The Joyful News 

Award Winning Films Showcase Commitment to Wholeness  

“Dreamcatcher” was of particular interest to me because it covered the issue of Human Traffick-
ing in neighborhoods in our country. This is a resource that I recommend to help educate audi-
ences about how difficult it is for victims to leave the life.  ~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, Arling-
ton) 

The film was very straightforward in that it followed Ms. Myers-Powell in her nightly routine: in 
her van “on patrol” looking for prostitutes, inviting them in for a sandwich and hot drink, engag-
ing them in conversation to try to talk them into ”coming in” to a shelter or for detoxing, and 
generally trying to win their trust. Daytime found her going to homes to check on some of her 
“converts” who are trying to turn their life around to give encouragement and offer further help 
they might need—this includes former prostitutes as well as former pimps. Her talk and Q&A af-
terwards were very moving—she’s up against the culture of sex trafficking as well as poverty, 
substance abuse, and frightened women—both with and without children. ~ Cheryl Dwyer (St. 
Mark’s, Springfield) 

Other events included a break-
fast for first-timers and an even-
ing lounge session for those born 
in the ‘70s, ‘80s, and 90s. Cen-
tral Lutheran Church is located 
next to the convention center 
and it offered daily 30-minute 
Morning Prayer sessions as well 
as mid-day organ recitals and 
Friday evening prayers. There 
were also ‘extra’ tours offered 
before and after the gathering. 

Minneapolis Venue Provides Many Opportunities  

I was very tired when I arrived on 
Thursday morning (left home at 3 
am) but I was very thankful that I 
had the opportunity to do the 
“Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
tour.” I was surprised I stayed 
awake and enjoyed the three-mile 
drive viewing this outstanding, large 
horticultural site, run by the Uni-

versity of Minnesota and beautifully maintained by over 
1000 volunteers! The landscape of varied sections had col-
lections of different species of trees, plants and flowers. 
This tour had a very calming and hopeful effect on me. God 
speaks through Nature indeed. I was ‘renewed’ and re-
freshed and energized to participate in the Gathering.  ~ 
Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, Arlington) 
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Kelly Fryer explored the “All 
Anew” theme through Bible 
study, offering a taste of Gather 
magazine’s three-session 
summer Bible study, “Saying 
goodbye to nice,” which she 
wrote. She reminded us how 
heroes and sheroes of the Bible 
often had to do and say things 
that were unpopular as they 
lived out the “new” things God 
was doing and explored what it 
means to be a part of God’s 
renewal today. Next, Bishop 
Eaton led a panel responding to 
Ms. Fryer’s study.  

Our Lutheran sister from Liberia, 
Leymah Gbowee—a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, ELCA International 
Leaders scholarship recipient, 
and peace activist from Liberia—
discussed the questions: “With 
whom is God asking us to align 
today? In whose corner are we 
being called to stand?” Kelly 
Fryer again led us in Bible study, 
reminding us that whenever God 
does a new thing it happens in, 
through, and with people who 
live on the margins. 

 

We were reminded to “upend 
the tables” in a biblical story 
that was filled with characters 
who challenged unjust systems 
and ‘spoke truth to power’ by 
The Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, a 
national leader in areas of 
poverty and immigration and an 
ELCA pastor. She helped us 
examine the systems that should 
be challenged, asking what 
countercultural, justice-making 
actions we are being called to 
take. A four-person panel 
responded to the study and 
Pastor Salvatierra’s talk. 

 

Plenary Sessions 

Making all things new: Upend the Tables Be Good not Nice Act Together 

The Joyful News 

All Anew Theme Permeates Gathering Plenary Sessions 

 

Kelly Fryer presented extracts from her three-part summer Bible study sessions found in the Gather magazine. Reading 
the studies was thought provoking but hearing her present them was inspirational. She challenged us (particularly those 
of us who belong to the white privileged class) to speak up and act to bring justice to those who are less fortunate. Looking 
around the convention center and seeing waves of grey hair, I wondered how many of us might be able to respond as posi-
tively as she would like. But she made it clear that we should not use age or infirmities as excuses. Each of us can and 
must find a way to act in support of the oppressed and marginalized.  ~ Karen Evans (Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 

 

“Kelly Fryer’s presentation was okay but her factual errors made the talk harder to listen to. ~ Karen Ager (Peace, Alex-
andria) 
 

I felt personally challenged by featured speaker, Kelly Fryer, who wrote the Gather magazine's summer Bible study, 
"Saying goodbye to nice" when she outlined the differences between "Nice" vs. "Good." (Full disclosure:  I'm originally 
from Minnesota, where "Minnesota Nice" is considered a virtue.) ~ Chris Jensen (Peace, Alexandria) 

Kelly Fryer 

Rev. Salvatierra 

Leymah Gbowee 

Panel Discussion 
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The Joyful News 

All Anew Theme Permeates Gathering Plenary Sessions 

[Regarding all three sessions:]  
  
It was very helpful to learn the different mean-
ings of the “All Anew” theme that every speaker 
was able to convey.   
 ~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, Arlington) 
 

I loved the overlapping themes expressed by so 
many of the plenary and workshop speakers, to 
become part of an effort to change the dynam-
ics of our own life—recognizing our own preju-
dices and blinders, as well as the privileges from 
which we benefit, just because of the historical 
context into which we are born. The speakers 
did not stop there but urged us to not just do 
projects, however beneficial they are to allevi-
ate current living conditions. We also need to 
work individually and in combination with other 
groups on the policies, procedures, and impedi-
ments that keep many people in an unjust living 
situation. It is not just DOING for others, but 
WORKING WITH them to improve the construct 
in which they live.   
      ~ Barbara Sanders (Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 

 

Anyone at the plenary sessions on Thursday 
night, Friday, and Saturday will remember the 
passionate words of our guest preachers … the 
struggles to ensure justice for immigrants and 
refugees in Arizona, the efforts to change the 
hearts of lawmakers in Washington and else-
where (and what we as a church are empowered 
to do), the need to confront our comfort level 
with the status quo of white privilege, and the 
difference between being “nice” (easy) and be-
ing “good” (harder but more important).   
 ~ Paulette Sandene (Faith, Arlington) 

 

Leymah Gbowee told us that we need to 
stand with those who are downtrodden and 
fight for justice, but we cannot do it alone. 
We need to act together in order to effect 
change. This was the path that she chose in 
fighting for peace in Liberia. She ended her 
keynote address by asking us to ignore our 
differences and link arms in unity for world 
peace.  

 ~ Karen Evans (Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 

 

 

Friday’s talk by Leymah Gbowee was great! 
Kelly Fryer’s talk on Friday was better (in 
my opinion) than Thursday. Good topic “Do 
your duty. Be a good citizen.”   

Nobel Peace Prize winner and ELCA International 
Leaders scholarship recipient Leymah Gbowee  

Leymah Gbowee calls for all of us to work 
together. 

With over 3,300 in attendance, the Convention 
Hall was the perfect venue. 
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All Anew Theme Permeates Gathering Plenary Sessions 

All of the featured speakers and worship leaders in some way challenged us to consider the ques-
tion featured speaker and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Leymah Gbowee, asked:  "With whom is God 
asking us to align today? In whose corner are we being called to stand?"   

~ Chris Jensen (Peace, Alexandria) 
 

 

Romans 13:1 – Government is God’s servant to do what is holy and acceptable. 
Where are we called? Stay on the side of those who have been sidelined. (I 
wondered if the mention of racism in our country made people in the audience 
uncomfortable).   

~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, Arlington) 
 

 

Reverend Alexia Salvatierra spoke to us about mercy and justice. She asked us 
to think about what unjust suffering breaks our hearts and then move to take 
action to address it. She said we need to think of those who are less fortunate 
and oppressed (particularly immigrants and refugees) as members of our fami-
ly and then we are more likely to fight to bring them justice.   

~ Karen Evans (Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 
 

 

 

 

 

Featured speaker, The Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, continued 
[Leymah Gbowee’s] theme when she spoke about "upending 
the tables" by challenging unjust systems and societal norms, 
and speaking truth to power.   

~ Chris Jensen (Peace, Alexandria) 
 

 

 

The Rev. Alexia Salvatierra expounded on 
Micah 6:8. She said, “When you follow 
mercy all the way deeper, it leads to jus-
tice.” I’m not sure I understand this. She 
also asked “How does the world break 
your heart?” What struck me the most 
powerfully was that the children seeking 
political asylum are not assigned public 
defendants.  If they get a lawyer, 75-80% 
of them are granted asylum. If they don’t 
have a lawyer, only 7% are granted asy-
lum. Wow!   
 ~ Karen Ager (Peace, Alexandria) 
 

 

 

Micah 6:8 – ‘Abundant Life’ goal. We get there by acts of mercy and justice even when the world 
breaks our hearts. We are ‘family’. “All Anew’ is about taking time to renew and reset ourselves, 
but it is also a verb and works with our loving words and actions.   
       ~ Wilma Dublin (Holy Trinity, Arlington) 

Let every person be 
subject to the 

governing 
authorities; for there 

is no authority 
except from God, 

and those authorities 
that exist have been 
instituted by God. 

Romans 13:1 

Reverend Alexia Salvatierra spoke of 
mercy and justice. 

He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. 

And what does the 
LORD require of 
you? To act justly 
and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly 
with your GOD. 

Micah 6.8 
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The Joyful News 

Our closing Sunday morning worship was a wonderful service for many of 
us—3,000-plus voices raised in song and praise to our Living God! The Rev. 
Angela T. Khabeb, a Lutheran pastor from Waukesha, Wisconsin, gave the 
sermon on the parable of the sower of the seeds based on the Gospel of 
Mark. We wish you all could have been there with us to hear her—she was 

funny, poignant, engrossing, and simply 
electrifying!  
I found both worship services inspiring 
and wonderful—3,000 Lutheran Women 
in one place is beyond most comprehen-
sion and certainly awe-inspiring. The 
music leaders were fantastic and the 
sermons by Bishop Eaton and Angela 
Khabeb were seriously thought provok-
ing.   

~ Fran Eck (St. Mark’s, Springfield) 
 

I loved the beauty and majesty of the 
processionals and recessionals. The Bible readings were done in a 
variety of languages, demonstrating the universality of God’s 
Word and the diversity of cultures represented. The sermon mes-
sages were thoughtful and moving. On Thursday Bishop Eaton laid 
the foundation for our gathering and the “All Anew” theme. On 
Sunday Pastor Khabeb encouraged us to reevaluate what it means 
to be a Christian. And the music was a fine accompaniment—
solemn and lively when appropriate.   

~ Karen Evans (Saint Luke, Silver Spring) 
 

Closing worship was wonderful and inspirational!   
~ Karen Ager (Peace, Alexandria) 

 

What a fantastic way to end the gathering … along 
with an invitation to the Eleventh Triennial Gathering 
in July, 2020, in Phoenix, Arizona!                                      
 Plan ahead to be there! 

Closing Worship Service Sends us forth Renewed 

Titus 3:4-5: … [God] gave us a good 
bath, and we came out of it new 
people, washed inside and out by the 
Holy Spirit.  
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Getting the Point — Living as God’s People 

Retreat Leader: Pastor Brett Davis 

Friday - Sunday, Oct 13-15, 2017 

Fredericksburg Hospitality House &  

  Conference Center  

2801 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, VA 

Contact: JoAnn Fawley 

alwretreat2015@gmail.com 

540-967-1702 

 The next issue of The Joyful News in December will complete the report on the Tenth Triennial Gathering, con-
centrating on the workshops, Quilt Challenge, and servant events. 

 

 “God’s Work. Our Hands” at New Jerusalem on September 10, 2017. This is an opportunity to give back to the 
Community. This year eight projects will be completed, which include restoration of an Historical School/
Church, food pantry collection, care kits assembly, and more.  

  
 The All Lutheran Women’s Retreat registration deadline is Friday, September 8, 2017. The retreat itself 

is Friday-Sunday, October 13-15, 2017. 
 

 Reformation 500 events can be found on the Metro DC Synod website, but three important ones to note are: 
 

• October 22, 2017, 4:00 PM – “Holy Spirit Mass: Together in Hope” concert, presented by the National Lutheran 
Choir at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

• October 29, 2017, 4:00 PM – Annual synod-hosted REFORMATION SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, 
at Washington National Cathedral 

• Tuesday, October 31, 2017, 9:00 AM – "Looking Back & Called Forward: ELCA 500," at Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation on Capitol Hill in D.C. and live streamed. 

Announcements 
 

Important Stories and Pointless People 

This is a two-night Lutheran women’s retreat open to ALL women, at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House in 

Fredericksburg, VA, October 13 – 15, 2017. (Breakfasts are included as part of the room registration) 

The theme will revolve around important Biblical stories as told by Biblical Storytellers throughout the event and 

retreat sessions led by Pastor Brett Davis from Muhlenberg Lutheran Church in Harrisonburg, VA. Pastor Brett’s 

sessions will draw from Dan Erlander’s book “Tales of the Pointless People.” 

There will be opportunities for fellowship, prayer, worship, and music. 

Registration deadline: September 8, 2017    www.facebook.com/AllLutheranWomensRetreat 

 

The Joyful News 

http://www.facebook.com/AllLutheranWomensRetreat
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Make Democracy Work for Justice and Kindness for All 

Get Registered, Learn about the Candidates and Issues, then VOTE! 

The Joyful News 

This article on voting highlights some of the help that the League of Women Voters of Vir-
ginia can give to ALL Virginia voters this fall. It is submitted by Barbara Sanders of Saint 
Luke in Silver Spring, Maryland, who is active in both the Maryland and Montgomery Coun-
ty Leagues of Women voters, especially on voter service. She is aiming to give some more 
specifics, following the shout-out to our nonpartisan, non-candidate-endorsing organiza-
tion (open to both men and women!) from Kelly Fryer in her second session on the sum-
mer Gather Bible study. LWV was one of the cited organizations Ms. Fryer suggested that 
WELCA groups partner with to be engaged on governmental issues and to hold the officials 
accountable.  

At the 2017 Gathering, Kelly Fryer, the author of Gather Magazine’s three-part summer Bible study, 
encouraged all of us to be part of the change to make things new. God is here and will work with any-
one—let him work through you. We have to be engaged and show our faith in public. It is important 
we are part of the process that evens out the privilege that has accrued to the white majority. We 
need to “Get woke”—learn about the issues and barriers that are sidelining swaths of our community. 
We need to hold our leaders accountable to do justice on our behalf. 

Virginia residents have an easy opportunity to be engaged this fall in the statewide election for Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General on November 7. Voters will also be selecting their 
local representatives for the Virginia House of Delegates, the lower body of the Virginia legislature. 
Take advantage of the state election board website, http://www.elections.virginia.gov/, that pro-
vides guidance on checking your registration, voting times and locations, or voting early or absentee.  

The nonpartisan, non-endorsing League of Women Voters of Virginia (http://www.lwv-va.org/
electionsvoting.html#election) supports an online guide to the candidates later this fall* at 
www.VOTE411.org. The website allows you to enter your address, find the candidates that will be on 
the November ballot, and learn in their own words about their background and views on redistrict-
ing, the environment, healthcare, and other priorities. Find out about debates to attend or watch, 
and check out the candidates’ websites to find out more of their views. 

In the months and years ahead, the LWV also is a great partner to follow the legislative process at 
state and local levels, to track issues of interest, and to engage the legislators in correspondence, 
appointments, or forums. The action and advocacy page (http://www.lwv-va.org/
actionadvocacy.html) links to the positions reached by the League members after research and study. 

http://www.elections.virginia.gov/
http://www.lwv-va.org/electionsvoting.html#election
http://www.lwv-va.org/electionsvoting.html#election
http://www.VOTE411.org
http://www.lwv-va.org/actionadvocacy.html
http://www.lwv-va.org/actionadvocacy.html


Metro DC Synodical Women’s Organization 

 Women of the ELCA   
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/ 

 SWO Website 

http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod 

N H T R C National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
http://polarisproject.org/national-human-trafficking-resource-center 
Hotline: 1- (888) 373-8888 

 

Events
 

Metro DC SWO Convention 

http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod/events  

Events
 

Metro DC Synod Events for Reformation at                                                                               
https://metrodcelce.org/events/reformation-500/ 

 Triennial Gathering and related churchwide resources 

welcatg.org 

 Like us on Facebook 

facebook.com/MetroDCSWO 
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Please submit articles for the December issue of The Joyful News by November 10, 2017 to 

metrodcswo@gmail.com.  

What is WELCA? It’s an easy way to say Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Quite a mouthful, we know. Our organization includes Lutheran women who gather 
in over 7,000 locations in the U.S. and the Caribbean, 
for service, study, advocacy, fellowship, and more! WELCA embraces all kinds of 
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA. 

We are WELCA 

Connections 

Contact the editors any time at metrodcswo@gmail.com.  

The Joyful News 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod
http://polarisproject.org/national-human-trafficking-resource-center
http://dwyercl2.wixsite.com/welca-metrodcsynod/events
https://metrodcelce.org/events.reformation-500
http://www.welcatg.org
http://www.facebook.com/MetroDCSWO
mailto:metrodcswo@gmail.com
mailto:metrodcswo@gmail.com

