The following resolution was adopted by the 2014 Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod Assembly which
met on June 21, 2014 at the Fairfax Campus of Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Virginia. "Whereas"
clauses are listed as background for Voting Members. The Assembly votes on "Resolved” clauses only.

RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE METRO D.C. SYNOD
TO STAND IN PRAYERFUL SOLIDARITY
WITH THOSE SUFFERING UNDER CURRENT IMMIGRATION LAWS

WHEREAS, under current immigration laws members of our synod’s congregations personally suffer
separation from families, perpetual fear, and social isolation; and

WHEREAS, during the last two presidential administrations immigration law reform initiatives have
repeatedly stalled without any indication of when reform might actually occur; and

WHEREAS, our faith calls us to stand with our sisters and brothers in Christ in times of suffering; and

WHEREAS, one of the church’s primary expressions of care and concern for others is intercessory
prayer; be it

RESOLVED, that the members of Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod Assembly together pause to pray
the following in English, Spanish, Oromo, Tamil or the language of their community:

Loving God... bless Latino, Oromo, Tamil speaking and all members of our church
and community who suffer fear and isolation under current immigration laws.
Provide and inspire leaders and legislators to see your image in every child of God
and to enact laws that clearly and fairly treat our immigrant brothers and sisters.
Help us to persistently stand with them in Christ as long as it takes for just and fair
laws to take root and blossom. Lord in your mercy... Hear our prayer! (English)

Dios de amor... Entre todos los miembros de nuestra iglesia y comunidad, bendice
a las personas de origen latinoamericano, Oromo y de otros origines que sufren de
miedo y aislamiento bajo el actual régimen inmigratorio. Inspire a los lideres y
legisladores para que vean la imagen suya en cada hija e hijo de Dios, y para que
promulgan leyes que establecen un trato justo a nuestros hermanos inmigrantes.
Ayudanos para podemos en Cristo solidarizarnos con ellos hasta el dia en que leyes
justas se arraigan y produzcan frutas. Sefior, en tu misericordia.... jEscucha nuestra
oracion! (Spanish)

Jaallatamaa kan taate yaa Waagayyo, miseensota Waldaa fi Hawaasa keenyaa kan
ta'an saba Latino fi saba Oromoo akkasumas kan biroo, sababa seera
bagattummaa/immigration/ biyya kanaan sodaa fi goggobamu jala kan jiraatan
eebbisi.Geggeessitoota fi seera tumtootaf bifa Waagayyummaa kee ijoollee
Waaqgayyoo hundumaa keessatti arguu akka danda'aniif kaka'umsa isaaniif kenni.
Akkasumas seera bagatootaa ifaa ta'ee fi obbolootaa fi obboleettota hinqoqgibne
hojii irra oolchuu akka danda'aniif isaan gargaari. Akkasumas hanga seerri
bagattootaaf hagan hojjetuu fi kan nama hingogqobne hiddaa fi hundee godhatee



dagagutti, karaa Kiristoos yaada guutuudhaan amma dhumaatti isaan cina akka
dhaabannuuf nugargaari. Gooftaa araarakeetiin... Kadhata keenya dhaga'i. (Oromo)
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and be it further

RESOLVED, that Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod encourage each of the synod’s congregations to

RESOLVED,

include in the weekly Prayers of the People this or similar prayers for immigrants and
refugees who are separated from families, live in fear, or suffer in isolation as a result of
current immigration laws; for leaders and lawmakers to implement just and fair changes to
immigration laws; and for churches to persist in these prayers until reform occurs;

and be it further

that the Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod endorse the Facebook page Metro DC
Pray4Reform  (https://www.facebook.com/groups/697342870322680/) as an online
collection site to
a) enable congregations and their people to share prayers that encourage and
support immigrants and refugees,
b) register their commitment to pray for those affected by becoming a member of
the endorsed page or web site, and




c) provide a method for recording and reporting back to the synod the number of
those who have joined or participate in this effort.
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Bishop communicate with the legislators representing this area to inform them of
this resolution and our prayers.



