
Racial Equity Work
of the Metro D.C. Congregations

Below is a list of various activities and ministries that congregations from around the 

Metro D.C. Synod have participated in, to further their racial equity work. Some of these 

were led by a racial equity team already assembled in the congregation, others were led 

by dedicated members who wish to make racial equity work integral to the work of the 

Church. Links to examples and resources have been provided where possible as well.

 ● Drafted a resolution that the congregation voted on (not just the council so that the 
whole congregation was engaged / committed)

 ● Video nights

 ● Focused on racial equity in an intersectional way to include other justice issues

 ● Working through journey to become a Reconciling In Christ congregation

 ●  Engaged with European Descent Lutheran Association for Racial Justice 

 ● Joined local community network engaged in very local justice issues

 ● Integrated racial equity work in all committees rather than having separate committee 
that may be isolated in its work

 ●  Study of Howard Thurman sermons and devotional series

 ● Created action plan

 ● Reviewed educational resources used by the congregation to ensure materials are 
anti-racist

 ● Removed images of Jesus as a white person in building spaces, classrooms, materials, 
worship slides, etc.

 ● Lenten focus on Liberation

 ○ Worship bulletin example

 ● Members recorded videos about their vision / racial equity work

 ● Use of / support of music by Black composers along with education about the music 
and paying fair price for the music

 ● Started session of Sacred Ground

 ● Creation of / participation in Emanuel 9 service

 ● Engagement in formal coaching sessions

 ● Review of other congregations’ websites to cultivate ideas and focus

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/becomeric/
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/becomeric/
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Disinherited-Howard-Thurman/dp/0807010294
https://www.amazon.com/Lent-Liberation-Confronting-American-Slavery/dp/0664266835
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a1042a78fd4d26a4eec8469/t/603822245f76b8029005288e/1614291507412/2-28-21+LIVESTREAM+ORGAN+Lent+10+a.m.+single+page.pdf
https://metrodcelca.org/sacredground/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://metrodcelca.org/emanuel92020/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1733509679092113&usg=AOvVaw1mqxJKlg3ZYaOuRYIK36s4
https://sharingpeace.org/outreach-advocacy/racial-justice/


 ● Studied the history of the land where the church is located; studied history of county 
and slavery in this place

 ● Joint events with neighboring congregations of color

 ● Study of the ELCA’s 2019 apology to people of African descent[SS3] 

 ● Formed a ministry team with specific focus on justice

 ● Engaged in Intercultural Development Inventory / assessment for staff and ministry 
members

 ● Created lending library in church of recommended readings

 ● Focus on expanding group of people involved in justice seeking activities/actions

 ● Study group engaged Troubling the Waters curriculum

 ● Created worship services focused on racial justice
 ○ Worship Bulletin Example 1

 ○ Worship Bulletin Example 2

 ● Used coffee hour to brainstorm action items and ways to get involved

 ● Shared information on how to vote, encouraged people to make a plan to vote

 ● Book Study of “I’m Still Here” by Austin Channing Brown  

 ● Book study of “My Grandmother’s Hands” by Resmaa Menakem

 ● Book Study of “Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism and You,” by Jason Renolds and Ibram 
X. Kendi.

 ● Webinar discussion of what it means for the church to proclaim that Black Lives Matter 

 ● Brought in speaker    
 ○ Conversation Among Neighbors: Talking about Racism and Racial Trauma with Dr. 

Carlton Green

 ○ Embracing the Image of God series

 ● Created list of resources (readings, podcasts, etc.) and shared on website or via email
 ● Created service with liturgical focus on Indigenous Peoples

 ○ ELCA Church-wide Assembly AIAN Worship Service 

 ● Created calendar of commemorations and lamentations

 ● Hold webinar discussion about Black Lives Matter

 ● Created Black Lives Matter mural on outside wall of church  

 ● Use fellowship hour to lament recent shooting and the individuals who were murdered

 ● Participated in synod-wide events hosted by Racial Equity Team

 ● Participated in synod Faith in Action Racial Equity Network

metrodcelca.org

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Troubling_Waters_Full%20Binder_2018.pdf
https://metrodcelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/8.2.20-Pentecost-9-Troubling-the-Waters-.pdf
https://metrodcelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Copy-of-3.21.21-Lent-5.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Im-Still-Here-Dignity-Whiteness/dp/1524760854
https://metrodcelca.org/bhm2021/
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B07WR8LTCZ&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_VZC2682X9BNT0EJNGYV9&reshareId=CJWF1A8YNQR5G9NNNY0N&reshareChannel=system
http://carltonegreen.com/
http://carltonegreen.com/
https://resources.elca.org/
https://metrodcelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/11.14.21-25th-Sunday-After-Pentecost-Indigenous-Peoples-Celebration.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFtLvFgxGlI
https://metrodcelca.org/recommemorations/
https://metrodcelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Screen-Shot-2022-10-20-at-2.34.46-PM.png
https://metrodcelca.org/racial-equity/
https://metrodcelca.org/racial-equity/
https://metrodcelca.org/

